


Olympic Park, London -- It is 
with good reason that Olym-
piads have a history reaching 

back thousands of years: the specta-
cle of watching the world’s greatest 
athletic talents go head-to-head is an 
awe-inspiring and captivating event, 
spectators ancient and modern. The 
endeavor of athletes fuel the Olym-
pics. The Games have come to repre-

sent many things since Baron Pierre 
de Coubertin’s reinvention of the 
age-old gathering in 1896. Peace and 
harmony between countries, the redef-
inition of a host nation in the eyes of 
the world, the power of the individual 
to overcome challenge, the creation 
of a sport industry worth billions of 
dollars and the manners, morals and 
meaning that encompass the ‘Spirit’   T
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of the event.

London 2012 
has been 
no excep-
tion, even 
providing 

what some 
may argue was 

a vintage crop of 
sporting memories to 

add to the history books. 
Below, in no particular order, 

is this author’s take on the 
10 that matter. Add your 
comments below if you 
feel there are moments 
that should have been 

included:

Phelphs 
the Great

If Bolt was the face who epitomized 
glory on the track, it was Michael 
Phelps who was the poster boy of 
the pool. Dubbed by Allison Schmitt, 
anchor of the U.S. women’s gold 
medal-winning medley relay team, as 
the “most famous man in the world,” 
the 27-year-old from Baltimore sealed 
his place as the greatest swimmer 
in history and the most successful 
Olympian of all time by winning his 
18th career gold in London; his 22nd 
Games medal.

Put simply, Phelps has won more med-
als as an individual than many nations 
in over 100 years of competition. 
These staggering accolades were at-
tained with four golds (men’s 4x100m 
medley, men’s 100m butterfly, men’s 
200m individual medley and men’s 
4x200m freestyle relay) and two sil-
vers (men’s 200m butterfly and men’s 
4x100m freestyle relay) in the London 
Aquatic Centre. The manner in which 

Phelps conducted himself resonated so 
widely, and bizarrely it was the victory 
of South Africa’s Chad Le Clos over 
Phelps in the men’s 200m butterfly 
that added so much to his renown. 

Phelps has long maintained that his 
career ambition was not to win golds 
but to “inspire” others, and by so 
heartily congratulating Le Clos -- a 
20-year-old inspired to swim by the 
performances of his hero in Beijing -- 
he demonstrated magnanimity and the 
realization of his dream.

Murray banishes 
Wimbledon woe 
Being a tennis player in Britain carries 
a weight of responsibility that few 
other sports can match, for despite 
hosting arguably the most coveted 
grand slam on the circuit there has not 
been a home winner of Wimbledon 
in the men’s or women’s singles since 
Virgina Wade triumphed in 1977.

The pressure exerted by the home 
crowd on any man or woman who 
progresses to the knockout stages of 
the competition becomes so overbear-
ing that performance crumbles and 
hopes are vanquished for yet another 
year. Andy Murray has been the latest 
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racket wielder to experience this spiral 
of self-defeating collective action by 
the British public. The 25-year-old Scot 
almost broke the hoodoo when he bat-
tled with Swiss master Roger Federer 
in this year’s final before bowing out in 
an emotional 4-6 7-5 6-3 6-4 defeat.

But the magic of hosting the Games 
affected both the crowd at Wimble-
don (the venue for the Olympic tennis 
competition) and something in the 
heart of Murray. After making it to the 
final, in the London Olympics 2012, 
where Federer stood once again on 
the other side of the Centre Court net 
as his opponent, he did not buckle 
under the burden but rose to play 
what he hailed as the “biggest win of 
his life.”

Luckily, this match ended in his favor. 
Murray steamrolled arguably the best 
tennis player to live in straight sets 6-2 
6-1 6-4 to win gold, four weeks to the 

day after losing the slam final on the 
same piece of grass.

USA takes 
home gold
Midfielder Carli Lloyd had both goals 
for the U.S. women, as the Americans 
avenged their loss in last year’s World 
Cup final with 2-1 win over Japan in 
Thursday’s gold medal soccer game.
This marks the third straight Olympic 
gold for the American women.

Lloyd’s first strike, which came in the 
eighth minute of the game, came off 
an assist from Alex Morgan. In the 
54th minute, Lloyd scored again after 
receiving a pass from Megan Rapinoe 
at midfield, then dribbling through the 
Japanese defense and firing a shot 
past keeper Fukumoto Miho and into 
the left corner from 20 yards out.



Japan cut the lead in half in the 63rd 
minute, as Ogimi Yuki collected the ball 
inside the 6-yard line and found the 
back of the net after a scrum in front of 
the U.S. goal.

Lloyd was the best player on the field 
for the U.S—a consistent offensive 
threat, as well as a big factor in the 
midfield and on defensive end. Lloyd’s 
goals today were her third and fourth of 
the competition.

Lloyd scored the game-winning goal 
in the gold medal match at the Beijing 
Olympics against Brazil four years ago.

The Americans survived several close 
calls. U.S. keeper Hope Solo came up 
big on several occasions but was fortu-
nate on others.

The American women were fortunate 
to hold a one-goal lead at halftime. 
The Lloyd goal seemed to spark Japan, 
which had plenty of chances to score. 

Also, the official did not call what many 
thought was a clear handball inside the 
U.S. box by midfielder Tobin Heath.

Japan possessed the ball for 58 percent 
of the game, according to NBC Sports’ 
box score.

There crowd of 80,203 at Wembley Sta-
dium was the largest ever for a women’s 
soccer match at the Olympics. The Amer-
ican presence was evident, as chants of 
“USA, USA” could be clearly heard on 
NBCSN’s telecast.

Lightning Bolt 
strikes thrice            
It is difficult to quantify how much 
25-year-old Jamaican sprinter Usain Bolt 
means to athletics at this point in time. 
Some estimate that his deal with sports 
brand Puma alone is worth $10 million 
a year and that his earnings equate to 

80% of all the money in 
global track and field.

While these figures can’t 
be accurately quantified, 
it’s fair to say they might 
be due to rise after his 
performances in London. 
Given his fame, Bolt had 
more pressure and scru-
tiny on his 6 foot 5 inch 
frame than any other 
athlete in the world. Not 
only did he manage to 
keep such distractions 
from affecting his track 
execution, he captured the 
hearts of Olympic Stadium 
spectators with his the-
atrics, camaraderie and 
heart-on-sleeve sense of 
fun and enthusiasm for his 
time in the limelight.

He set a new Olympic 
record in the 100 meters 16



and then won the 200m to become 
the first man to achieve a double 
sprint double. And then, anchored 
the Jamaican 4x100m team that set a 
new world record.The repetition of the 
triple-haul of golds he achieved in Bei-
jing sealed Bolt’s legendary status on 
London, he now takes his place next 
to the likes of Muhammad Ali, Michael 
Jordan and Pele in the pantheon of 
sport’s all-time greats.

Mexico wins 
Gold
Mexico’s first ever Olympic football-
medal is gold and, unfortunately, 
the wait for Brazil to add this title, 
an Olympic gold medal, to their five 
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World Cups now lasts until, 
at least, the Olympic Games 
of 2016 in Rio.

Oribe Peralta is the man 
who has the freedom of 
Mexico and all Brazilians 
never wish to hear of again. 
His two strikes – one in 
each half – were virtually 
the only chances Luis Fer-
nando Tena’s side created, 
and they were taken.

Brazil came to be crowned 
champions but departed 
embarrassed. But despite 
Mexico’s jitters as the added 
three minutes ended in 
pell-mell fashion insipid 
failure was the endgame. 
The last gilded chance for 

Oscar came to his head: 
but, like his team, he could 
not deliver.

USA’s 
fierce five
The U.S. women’s gymnas-
tics team was both fabulous 
and ferocious as it domi-
nated the team finals at the 
2012 London Olympics.

The U.S. women won 
the gold medal with an 
overall score of 183.596. 
The 16-year-old Douglas 
performed in each of the 
rotations while Wieber was 
called on for the floor, vault 
and uneven bars. Raisman 
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worked the floor and the 
beam, with Ross performing 
on the beam and the un-
even bars. Maroney was the 
only U.S. gymnast with just 
one event but no one on 
the team registered a score 
higher than her 16.233 on 
vault. That score was the 
highest of all competitors in 
the team final.

Russia, who was the prima-
ry challenger for the U.S. 
team, definitely fell apart 
during the floor routine. 
Gabby, Jordyn and Aly 
delivered impressive floor 
routines to clinch the first 
team gold for the U.S. since 
the “Magnificent Seven” 
won in 1996.


